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FOURTEENTH CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMIENT.

RESOLUTIONS

OF THE

" LEGISLATURE OF OREGON

e —e e

WITHDRAWING

Asxsent to the proposed fourteenth constitutional amendment.

- —

DECEMBER 14, 1868, —Referred to the Committee on thg Judiciary and ordered tu be printed.

STATE OF OREGON, Department of State:

To «ll to wchom these presents shall come, greeting : ' |

I cortify that annexed is a true copy of senate joint resolution No.
1. ¢ reseinding resolution passed September 19, 1866, relative to amend-
ine the Constitution of the United States, and withdrawing the consent
of the State of Orecon to the proposed 14th constitutional amendment,”
as taken from the original rolls on file in this office,

In testimony whereof, I, Samuel E. May, secretary of state of the
State of Oreson, have hereunto subseribed my name and affixed the
<eal of the State.  Done at Salem, this 20th day of November, A. D.

1568,
SAMUEL E. MAY,
Secretary of State.

W ¢ RS e ——

JOINT RESOLUTIONS rescinding resolution passed September 10, 1266, relative to
amending the Constitution of the United States, and withdrawing the asscent of the State
of Oregon to the proposed 14th constitutional amendinent.

Whereas on the 19th day of September, 18366, the following preamble
and joint resolution was [were] adopted by the legislative assembly ot
the State of Oregon, to wit :

Whereas the Congress of the ['nited States did, by concurrent resolution ﬂ*ll’lilfl‘ﬂ nt the
first se<sion ot the tlarty-ninth Congress, propose to the legislatures of the several States
the following amendment to the Constitution of the United States, namely:

“ART. 14, Sec. 1. All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and subject to the
jurisdiction thereof, are ¢itizens of the United States, and of the State wherein they reside.
No State shall make or enforce any law which shall ﬂhrit]:_‘flt the privilt-gm or nmmunities of
citizens of the United States; nor shall any State denrive any person of lite, lilwn-}" y
property without due process of law; nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction the
equal protection of the laws, _ . :

“Spe. 2. Representatives shall be apportioned uinong the several States according to their
Fespeetive IIHIHLFI'H, counting the whole number of persons in each State, excluding ]!H_]IH.HH
not taxed ; but when the ri;,."ht to vote at any clection for the choice of clectors for President
and VieePresident of the United States, representatives in Congress, the executive and
jndicin! officers of a State, or the members of the legisiature thereof, is denied to any of the
mule inhabitants of such State, being twenty-one years of age, and citizens of the United

Stutes, or in any way abridged except for participution in rebellion or other crime, the hasis
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2 FOURTEENTH CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT.

of representation therein shall be reduced in the proportion which the number of such male
citizens sha:l bear to the whole number of male citizens twenty-one years of age in snch State.

“Nec. 3. No person shall be a servator or representative in Congress, or elector of President
and Vice-President, or hold any office, civil or military, under the United States, or under
uny State, who, huving previously taken an oath as a2 member of Congress, or as nu officer
of the United States, or a3 a member of any State legis!ature, or as an executive or Judwlftl
officer of any Siate to support the Con-titution of the United States, shall have engaged in
insurrection or rebellion against the same, or given aid or comtort to the enemies thercof,
But Congress may, by a vote of two thirds of exch house, remove such disability. :

*SEC. 4. The validity of the public debt of the United States authorized by law, including
debts incarred for payment of pensions and bounties for services in suppressing insurrection
or rebellion, shall not be questioned.  But neither the United States nor any State shall
assiumne or pay any debt or obligation incurred in aid of insurrection or rebellion agninst the
United States, or any claim for the loss or emancipation of any slave; but all such debts,
obligntiong und elaims shall be held iliegal and void,

“*SEc. b The Congress shall have power to entorce by appropriate legislation the provisions
of this article:”

T herefore,

Be 2t re-olved by the lesislatice assembly of the State of Oregon, That the said amendment
to the Constitution of the United States be and the same is hereby ratified.

And whereas no amendment to the Constitution of the United States
15 valid until dualy ratitied by three-fourths of all the States comprising
the United States; and until such ratification is completed any State
has a right to withdraw its assent to any proposed amendment :

And whereas Hono William . Seward, Secretary of State of the
United States, on the 23th day of July, 1863, issued a proclamation,
reciting, among other things, that the said proposed amendment was
ratified by the legislatures of Arkansas, Florida, Louisiana, Alabama,
South Carolina, and Georgia, and that the same was adopted by more
than three-fourths of the States of the United States;
~And whereas the newly constituted and newly established bodies,
avowing themselves to be, and acting as the legislatures respectively of
the States of Arkansas, Florida, North Carolina, Louisiana, South Caro-
DIna, Alabama, and Georgia, were ereated by a military despotism against
the will of the legal voters of the said States, under the reconstruetion
acts (so called) of Congress, which are usurpations, unconstitutional,
revolutionary, and void; and consequently the acts ot such bodies cannot
leaally ratify the said proposed constitutional amendment for the States
which they pretend to represent, nor affect the richts of the other States
of the Uniong
- And whereas also the said resolution, ratifving the said proposed
amendment to the Constitution of the United States, wax adopted by
the house of representatives of’ the State of Oregon on the 19th day of
September, 1566, by a vote of 25 veas to 22 navs, and passed by the
means of Thomas H. Brentz and M. M, MceKean, who were illegally and
fraudulently returned as members of the said house of representatives
from the county of Grant, by the said Brentz, then acting ax county
clerk and eanvasser of election returns for said county :

And whereas on the 22d day of September, 1866, the said Thomas 11,
Brentz and M. M. MeKean were declared not entitled td the seats which
they had asurped, and on the same day J. M. MeCoy and G, W, Knisley
were declared to be the duly elected members from the county of Grant,
and who, on the 29th day of September, 1866, entered their protest on
the journals of the house of representatives, and deelared therein that
i they had not been exeluded from the seats to which they were entitled,
they would have voted against the resolution ratifving the said proposed
coastitutional amendment, and thereby defeated the adoption of the
Satne,

And whereas on the Gth day of October, 1866, the house of representa:
tives of this State adopted a resolution declaring that the action of' that
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bhody in ratifving the said proposed constitutional amendment did nog
express the will of the said house as it then stood, after being p{t‘érgu@i
of its illegal members: Therefore, T —_—

Be it resolved by the legislative assembly of the State of Oregon, That the
above recited resolution adopted by the legislative assembly on the 19th
dav of September, 1866, by fraud, be, and the same is hereby resceinded,
and the ratification on behalt of the State of Oregon of the above-recited
proposed amendment to the Constitution ot the United States is hereby
withdrawn and retfused.

Resolved, That any amendment to the Constitution of the United
States on the subject of representation shouvld be proposed by a Congress
in which all the States are represented, or by a convention of all the
States, where each could be heard in the proposing, as well as in the
subsequent ratification of such amendment.

Resolved, That the seeretary of state be directed to forward certified
copies of” the foregoing preamble and resolutions, without delay, to the
President of the United States, to the Secretary of State of the United
Statex, to the President of the Senate, and to the Speaker of the House
of Representatives of the United States,

Adopted by the house October 1.3, El S6S. |

JOHN WIITEAKER, Speaker.

Adopted by the senate October 6, [ 1568, ]
B. . BURCH, DPresident.
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