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And Mr Brook of Washington Chairman of
the committee made the following report,
Your committee whom was referred
That position of the Governors message relative to
Federal relations have had the same under consideration the article proposed as an amendment to
the Constitution of the United States, which is as
follows;
Be it resolved by the Senate and House of
Representative, of the United States of America in
Congress assembled (two thirds of each House concuring,
that the following article be proposed to the
Legislatures, of the Several States, as an Amendment
to the Constitution of the United States, which when
ratified by three fourths of said Legislatures shall be
valid as part of the Constitution, namely:
Article XIV –
Sec 1. All persons born or Naturalized in the
United States, and subject to the jurisdiction thereof
are citizens of the United States, and of the State where
in they reside. No State shall make or enforce any
law which shall abridge the privileges or immunities
of citizens of the United States; nor shall any State
deprive any person of life, liberty, or property without
due process of law, nor deny to any person within its
jurisdiction the equal jurisdiction of the laws.
Sec 2 Representatives shall be apportioned among
The several states according to their respective
Numbers, counting the whole number of persons in
Each state, excluding Indians not taxed. But when the
Right to vote at any election for the choice of electors for
President and Vice President of the United States, Representatives in Congress, the executive and judicial officers
of a State of the members of the Legislature thereof, is
denied to an male inhabitant of such state being
twenty one years of age and citizen of the United
States, or in any way abridged, except for participation
in rebellion or other crime the basis of representation
therein shall be reduced in the proportion which
the number of such male citizens shall bear to the
whole number of male citizens twenty one years of
age in such State.
Sec 3. No person shall be a Senator or Representative in Congress or elector of President and Vice President
or hold any office civil or military, under the United
States, or under any state Legislature or as an executive
or judicial officier of any state who, having previously
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taken an oath, as a member of Congress, or as an
officer of the United States, or as a member of any
State legislature or as an executive or judicial
Officier of any State, to support the Constitution
Of the United States, shall have engaged in insurection or rebellion against the same, or given aid
or confert to the enemies thereof. But Congress may, by
a vote of two thirds of each house, remove such
disability.
Sec 4 The validity of the public debt of the
United States authorized by law, including debts
incurred for payment of pensions and bounties for
sevices in suppressing insurrection or rebellion against
the United States, or any claim for the loss or
emancipation of any slave; but all such debts,
obligations and claims shall be held illegal
and void.
Sec 5 The Congress shall have power to enforce
by appropriate legislation the provisions of this
article’
Signed
Schayler Colfax
Speaker of the House of Representatives
Lafayette S. Foster
President of the Senate Pos tempro
Attest
Edward McPherson
Clerk of the House of Representatives
Gov Forney(sp)
Secretary of the Senate
The third section of Article One of the Constitution
declares that the Senate of the United States shall be
composed of the Senators from each State chosen by the
Legislatures thereof for Six years and each Senator shall
have one vote and Article five provides that no state without
its consent shall be deprived of its equal suffrage in the
Senate
Section two of article one declares that the House of Representatives shall be composed of members chosen every second
year by the people of the several states “
The Constitution authorized two thirds of each (???)
of Congress to propose amendments and as eleven (???)
were excluded from deliberations and decision upon (???)
one now submitted the conclusion is inevitable that it
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not proposed by legal authority but in palpable
violation of the Constitution
The doctrine that a State cannot secede was
maintained by force of arms – that a state of the
Union is always and of the United States and the
people thereof amenable to its laws and therefore
Arkansas has and is now entitled to all rights
guaranteed by the Constitution
At a certain period the representatives were
withdrawn from the national council and there was
for a time a voluntary suspension of the relations
of the State to the United States.
Subsequently the State sought to resume their
relations by sending members of Congress possessing
the qualifications required by law to again participate
in the legislation of the country
This privilege was not conceded and they
were excluded from their seats by the voice of a
dominant political majority and not permitted to
take part in the formation of the Amendment proposed
From the facts recited, it is evident that it is
not before this body under the authority contemplated by
the Constitution having known the illegality of its
presentation and protesting against the Congressional
exercise of powers not inferred by law as inconsistency
with the equality and dignity and distinction of the
sovereignty of the State. Your committee express the opinion that it should be a fact(?) upon and will briefly
present the reasons which influence them in recommending its rejection.
The first section declares who are to be
citizens of the United States and of the several states
taking from the latter a power now exercised by them
in determining who shall enjoy that political right.
The Negro is embraced and the States prohibited from
abridging his immunities as a citizen of the United
States which Amendment, Congress with authority
do define what rights he shall enjoy and by legilative enactments elevate him to a political equality with
the White race It also transfers to Congress jurisdiction
of the local and internal affairs of the states
virtually destroying the independence of their courts
and centralizing their reserved powers in the
Federal Government.
The second section would entirely revolutionize the basis of representation unless the elective
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franchise were extended to the Negro and if
withheld from him it would be diminished in the
same proportion that the male Negroes over twenty
one years of age bear to the number of male citizens
twenty one years of age.
This is simply a proposition to grant suffrage
to the Negro or yield the right of equal representation
in congress.
The third section would disqualify a large
class of persons from holding Public positions either
State or Federal, in consiquence of participation in
the late war, and establish a proscriptive test of
disibility to office which would deprive the states of
of the services of their Ablests(sp) Finist(sp) and most honored
citizens
The fifth section would give Congress power
to enforce the preceeding provisions by appropriate
legislation
Under that clause the sovergnty of the States
might be completely subverted by devesting them of
of the right now secured by the Constitution
The Amendment proposes changes to the
fundamental law in direct antagonism with our
system of government and upon terms dishonoring and
degrading to the people of the Southern States.
Your Committee therefor recommends the
adoption of the accompanying resolution.
Resolvede(sp)
That the General Assembly of the State
Of Arkansas declines to ratify the Amendment adding
Article Fourteen to the Constitution of the the United
States as proposed by joint resolution of Congress.
Brooks of Washington
Chairman Committee on
Federal Relations.
The following message was received from the Senate
Senate Chambers
Monday Dec 17th 1866.
Mr Speaker
I am instructed by the Senate to
report to your honorable body Senater Bill No 2, Entitled
an Act to define the rights of Persons of color, which
has passed the Senate and request the concurrence of
this House in the same. Also to report to the House
Senate Joint Resolution No 17 Recommending a rejection
by the General Assembly of this State of the Constitutional Amendment proposed by the last Congress
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as the Fourteenth of the United States and
repectfully ask the concurrence of the House in
the same
Wyatt C Thomas
Secy of Senate
Hon Bradly Banch
Speaker of House of Representatives
The Hon John R Eakin was called to the chair
and Mr Speaker took his seat on the floor of the
House
Mr Reynolds moved that the Report be
adopted
Which motion prevailed
Mr Brooks of Washington moved to take up
Senate Joint Resolution No 1(?) which motion prevails
The resolution was read a first time
The rules were on motion suspended and the
resolution read a second time.
Mr Newton moved to make the resolution the
special order for half past 9 O Clock in morning.
Mr Thomason appealed from the opinion of
the Chair as to wether the resolution should be
read in three different days the opinion of the
Chair not being sustained
Mr Speaker Pro Tem – delcared the question
to be shall the resolution be concurred in –
Mr Rynold, called for the Yaes and Naes,
which call was sustained the Roll was called
and those members voting in the affirmative
were, [names listed] 68
Those members voting in the negative were
[names listed] 2

[Non-Ratification of U.S. Constitution, 14th Amendment]
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